July 2008  
   
Welcome to the fifth Squad Bulletin with a new update on the new website, on kit developments, training options, fundraising thoughts and competitions. 

BRITISH NATIONALS 2008


The competition run at Whitworth on 12th to 13th by Team Coach Andy Knowles saw several of you compete and battle against the wind and rain. Dr Janet Gray MBE took first position overall, with Sean Rose in second position; the scores for all competitors can be found on the calendar of events on the BDWSA Tournament website.


The event was also a EuroTour stop, in which several competed; including visitors Bjorn Gulbrandsen, V2/3, from Norway and Eamonn Prunty, MP3 from Ireland. 

Sean Hallam who won the Rookie Overall category last year at Heron skied in the Disabled section of the competition this time, slaloming the outer course this time round scoring 1.00/31. Sean took 7th position in the overall slalom section for the Nationals. 

New British Rookie Jane Sowerby, MP3, skied a fantastic effort of 1.00/28 inner. Rookie slalom at competition level involves the option of wake crossing for the first two passes through the slalom course; after which you try the inner course without the gates and progress onwards from there. Jane, after her ski, commented ‘my arms and shoulders were so exhausted and sore, I could not lift myself out of the water!’ Jane won 8th overall in the competition in slalom so we are sure it must have been worth the effort! 
Well done to Jane and Sean and all the other competitors, plus a huge THANKS to Andy and his team for staging the event!

TEAM SELECTIONS 2008    


Six of you have been selected for the Team competing for the title at the European Championships in Recetto in August. Congratulations and best of luck to Steve Armstrong, Claire Ellis, Indy Fahey, Dr Janet Gray MBE, Viv Orchard-Bloor and Jacky Stimpson. 

Please, all squad members please continue to submit your training reports; if you have not started to do so, these are collated monthly, and help us keep a running record of the Squad’s progress as a whole.

CURRENT COMPETITION FIXTURES 

Euro Tour Final, Meuzac, France

– 2nd-3rd August 

European Championships, Recetto, Italy 
– 18th-23 August confirmed 

Heron Lake Disabled, Ablebodied & Rookie
– 20th September confirmed

The Euro Tour final is confirmed as occurring in Meuzac, France on 2nd/3rd August. The competition entry form is available from both the vents calendar on the BDWSA-Tournament website, and also that for EAME. Philippe Turchet can be contact for further details on 
We have this year so far only got two Rookie competitions fixed; next year we aim to improve on that with 3 fixtures. Please help us to keep the ball rolling by staying in touch on your availablility to compete. If your local lake is interested in staging an event; we are happy to help with advice on the organisation and possible contacts like calculator and judges. We may even be in a position to help partially fund the competition,

With respect to the European Championships, we have been issuing a Euros Briefing Sheet to those who put themselves forward for selection, and that is now being sent to those who are on Team GB. If any one thinks of some relevant information that could be worthwhile sharing with the team, please get in contact with Jacky Stimpson who will ensure this is shared out with the team.

CURRENT TRAINING FIXTURES 

Acclimatisation Pre-comp for Recetto 18/19th August 2008. 

Pre-comp training at Heron Lake; Thurs 18/Fri 19th Sept, to be confirmed. 

Pre-comp training at Whitworth occurred on 11th July prior to the British Nationals. Team Coach Andy had ten ski tows during which he gave tips to the skiers. Disabled and rookies alike joined in the session.

Acclimatisation for the team at WaterSki Recetto, Italy, has been confirmed as being run on a first come-first served basis at the lakes on which the competition is due to be held. Team skiers have been advised to make their way to the lake reception to book ski twos as soon as they arrive to gain maximum benefit.

Pre-comp training is being considered at Heron Lake on the two days prior to the

September competition, on Thurs 18/Fri 19th Sept. Before we can arrange this officially, we need to know numbers of interested skiers: please can you let Jacky Stimpson know if interested and if you would be able to come on either Thursday or Friday, or both. Ski tows at this proposed ‘squad training camp’ will be provided free of charge.

NEW KIT DEVELOPMENT

Dr Janet Gray MBE has been working closely with a team on a possible replacement for the bat blaster, for the visually impaired. Janet has reported good progress and they are now in the testing stages, and will have a lot more to report in the next bulletin we are sure. 

Anyone interested it helping to trial new kit or has some great ideas hidden away; please do get in touch with team coach, Andy.

TOURNAMENT WEB SITE     


This is now LIVE!
Please visit http://www.bdwsa.org/tournament-new.html to see the new release. This is a live development, many thanks to all the contributors and the two webmasters who have helped to make this live, Brian Marris and John Valentine.

Photos are a huge need; we’d like to kick start a real gallery, for each key event so do keep those coming in on a regular basis! In addition, if you have any information or experiences you would like to have shared via the web site, please get in contact with Jacky who will help ensure timely upload. 

FUNDRAISING 

We now have an official Squad Flier; this is a real boost to potential applicants for funding, if you’d like a copy, please get in touch with Jacky, who will ensure you receive the document which you can adapt for any funding for which you apply.

In addition to the flier, we continue to work on our fundraising tips which are feely available from Anne Griffiths, who is acting as the key contact on the Tournament Committee for fundraising information. Please get in touch with her to gain insight and support. 

In addition to writing to local companies to try to raise funds, and also applying to BSW Excellence for an annual grant for squad training and international competition for the GB Team, we are also planning smaller scale events. Due to poor weather at Whitworth, the planned raffle was not run there; but it certainly will be at the Heron Competition in September. It would be great if you can all keep your eyes and ears open for donations to this cause; we already have a few pieces of waterskiing kit in readiness from a generous benefactor and will be very grateful for any additional contributions.


As always, please also feedback any suggestions for content or improvement to these bulletins.

    
Looking forward to hearing from you all with your training and achievements reports, and any donations for the raffles. As always, please do feedback if you have information that you would like to see in this Bulletin.

